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ANIMALS SUBMITTED by region
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932 ANIMALS TOTAL

Mammals
Birds
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Emaciation Infectious / 
Inflammatory

Toxicity / 
Poisoning

Trauma Other

CAUSE OF DEATH category

SELECTED
disease counts

Pacific  -
Prairie  253
Central Canada 374
Atlantic  290
North  15

REGION TOTALS

www.cwhc-rcsf.ca

For provincial totals, visit
www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterlyreport

To learn more about your CWHC Region, visit
www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/canadas_regional_centres.php?

PLEASE NOTE: An additional 344 cases submitted to CWHC in this quarter are still pending cause of death 
determination; 225 birds, 95 mammals, and 24 other species. ‘Other’ diagnoses include neoplastic, metabolic, and 
degenerative diseases as well as those cases where no cause of death could be determined.

PLEASE NOTE: The cases reported above represent the 
data that are currently available in the CWHC database 
and  should be considered preliminary. These data do not 
include all diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens 
carried out in Canada; additional testing is performed by 
other agencies and organisations. Examined refers to any 
candidate species for this disease. Testing is not always 
performed, unless the disease is suspected during nec-
ropsy or histological examination. Numbers are correct as 
of October 18, 2021.

RABIES

AVIAN CHOLERA

AVIAN INFLUENZA

AVIAN BOTULISM

NEWCASTLE DISEASE

WEST NILE VIRUS

Examined 583
Positive 8

Examined 67
Positive 0

Examined 873
Positive 10

Examined 67
Positive 0

Examined 195
Positive 1

Examined 632
Positive 23

PLEASE NOTE:  
The AI viruses detected were of low-
pathogenicity and North-American 
lineage. Both live bird samples and 
dead animal submissions are included.

For more information visit
www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterlyreport
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* Numbers correct as of October 18, 2021
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HIGHLIGHTS WILDLIFE HEALTH 
tracker

FEATURED project

Confirmation of a case of mycoplasmosis in a purple finch 
in Quebec.
 
During the past year, we have received several photos of passerines with lesions 
suggestive of mycoplasmosis. However, as none of the sick birds had been submitted 
for analysis, this presumptive diagnosis had not yet been confirmed by our 
laboratory. A purple finch (Carpodacus purpureus), found on August 25 in Sainte-
Antoine-Abbé (southern Quebec), was submitted to the CWHC Quebec regional 
centre. Both eyes of the bird were completely covered with dry crusts. The bird, 
which was in very poor general condition, also presented with difficulty breathing 
and loss of balance. Lesions of bilateral conjunctivitis, associated with the detection 
of Mycoplasma gallisepticum by PCR, were diagnosed at necropsy.
Mycoplasmosis is a potentially fatal bacterial infectious disease that affects the 
eyes and upper respiratory tract of birds frequenting feeding stations. For more 
information on this condition, which appears to be resurgent in eastern Canada, 
please visit the following blog link.

Bat health report
The CWHC National 
Office published a 
national bat has health 
report from data over 
the past five years.

Northern bottlenose 
whale strandings
The CWHC was 
recently requested 
to respond to the 
stranding of two 
northern bottlenose 
whales.

Conjunctivitis 
outbreak in the US
CWHC ON/NU has 
been monitoring the 
situation in local birds 
after an outbreak of 
conjunctivitis in the 
U.S.

Intestinal impaction in 
raccoons
Two raccoons died 
due to intestinal 
impaction from 
excessive consumption 
of sunflower seeds in 
Québec.

THE WILDLIFE HEALTH INTELLIGENCE PLATFORM : 
DATA MANAGEMENT FOR THE MODERN WORLD
The CWHC National Office leads the organization’s health information 
management efforts through the development and maintenance of a world-
class database system for wildlife health surveillance; the Wildlife Health 
Intelligence Platform (WHIP). This system provides real-time data to the 
CWHC network and allows regional centres and the national office to perform 
queries on historical and current wildlife health data to look for trends and 
signals that could identify emerging issues. WHIP is also used by several 
organizations around the world, including the Dutch Wildlife Health Centre 
(DWHC), the Northeast Wildlife Disease Cooperative (NWDC), in the United 
States, and the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS).

To help establish national wildlife health surveillance systems in Southeast 
Asia under a One Health approach WCS is using WHIP for data management 
.This international effort in Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam, was launched 
in 2018. The expertise that WCS has provided in planning out this process 
and making modifications to WHIP stand to benefit both current and/or 
future users of the platform, depending on their specific data management 
requirements. This capacity comes from the extensive experience in planning 
and coordinating projects on this scale and large-scale data management 
capacity that WCS team members have. 

Any time we integrate an external organization into our data management 
platform, we are given an opportunity to review our own internal processes 
and learn lessons from the way that other organizations operate. This is also 
true in the opposite direction, with CWHC’s decades-long data management 
experience being a valuable resource for those organizations. This two-way 
benefit is a truly unique opportunity that is afforded us by collaborating 
around a common technological solution and it is our ambition to make the 
system as broadly useful as possible to a wider array of users. We are working 
closely with the WCS to realize the full potential of  WHIP and are looking at 
a variety of different options for how it could be operationalized on a larger 
scale.

www.cwhc-rcsf.ca

For more information, click the image, or visit
www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterlyreport

CREATING A WORLD
THAT IS SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE

FOR WILDLIFE AND SOCIETY

http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca
http://blog.healthywildlife.ca/suspected-cases-of-mycoplasmosis-in-passerines-birds-in-bird-feeders-in-quebec/
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterly_report.php?qtr=Q3-2021#wht2021q3
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterly_report.php?qtr=Q3-2021#wht2021q3
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterly_report.php?qtr=Q3-2021#wht2021q3
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterly_report.php?qtr=Q3-2021#wht2021q3
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterly_report.php?qtr=Q3-2021#wht2021q3
https://www.facebook.com/cwhcrcsf/
https://instagram.com/CWHCRCSF/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HealthyWildlife
https://twitter.com/CWHCRCSF
http://blog.healthywildlife.ca/

