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CREATING A WORLD THAT IS SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE FOR WILDLIFE AND SOCIETY

SPECIMEN submission summary
 97 Specimens Submitted
 38/97 for Special Projects
 106 Calls to CWHC Wildlife Hotline
Mammals

5
44

48

Mammals

Number of Specimens

10

POSITIVE

AVIAN INFLUENZA VIRUS - DEAD BIRD SURVEILLANCE
0 Matrix Positive None of the birds tested for
12
AIV were positive by Matrix
0 H5 Positive
PCR.
0 H7 Positive

6

0

1 PCR Positive

(excluding special project cases)

5

Birds

1 Histopathology
Positive

Amphibians/Reptiles

1 snake tested positive for
Ophidiomyces ophiodiicola
by PCR and Histopathology.
Totals include special
project cases.

CANINE DISTEMPER VIRUS

16

14

6
4

0

None of the cervids tested
positive for CWD by ELISA
testing.

SNAKE FUNGAL DISEASE / OPHIDIOMYCOSIS

8

2

NOTES

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE

CAUSE of death

12

TESTED

Birds
Amphibians and
Reptiles

14

SELECTED disease counts

There were 14 positive cases
of Canine Distemper Virus in
this quarter.
Totals include special
project cases.

WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME
11

0

There were 0 Positive cases
of White-Nose Syndrome.
Totals include special
project cases.

NOTE: Animals reported represent the data currently available in the CWHC
database and should be considered preliminary. These data do not include
all diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens carried out in Ontario.
Additional testing is performed by other agencies and organizations.
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Carbamate Insecticide Toxicity
In December 2018, a coyote was found having a generalized (grand mal) seizure in the middle of a residential
neighbourhood in Burlington, ON. As the coyote continued to seize and was foaming at the mouth, the police
officer euthanized the coyote in order to alleviate the animal’s suffering and ensure public safety. As the coyote
had clear neurological disease, it was sent to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry for rabies testing
(dRIT), which was negative. After rabies infection was ruled out, the coyote was brought to us at the Canadian
Wildlife Health Cooperative Ontario/Nunavut region for post-mortem examination.
Aside from the trauma associated with euthanasia, the only finding
on post-mortem examination was a blue-green material
throughout the stomach and intestines. The colour of this material
was highly suspicious for an ingested toxic agent and samples from
the gastrointestinal tract were submitted for anticoagulant
(rodenticide) screening and gas and liquid chromatography-mass
spectrometry (GC/MS-LC/MS). There was no evidence of
anticoagulants in the screen; however, LC/MS detected methomyl
in the gastrointestinal tract material. Based on the amount of bluegreen material in the gastrointestinal tract and the severe clinical
signs noted, it is suspected this was a deliberate poisoning.
Continue reading at HealthyWildlife.ca
Photo by: Hamilton Greenwood

Rodenticide Project
The CWHC ON/NU has identified several cases of rodenticide toxicity in non-target
wildlife species; however, the extent of rodenticide exposure in non-target Ontario
wildlife is not known. With the development of a more sensitive rodenticide
screening tool at the Animal Health Laboratory (AHL) we are now in an ideal position
to determine the extent of rodenticide exposure in non-target wildlife. The CWHC
has received funding from the Ontario Animal Health Network to assess the
occurrence and distribution of rodenticide exposure in raptors in southern Ontario.
We will be working in collaboration with colleagues from OMAFRA, the AHL, and the
University of Guelph to conduct this work and will be testing raptors submitted to
the CWHC between January and December, 2019.
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