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ANIMALS SUBMITTED by region

SELECTED
disease counts

670 ANIMALS TOTAL

* Numbers correct as of July 19, 2019
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To learn more about your CWHC Region, visit
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AVIAN INFLUENZA
Examined
Positive
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PLEASE NOTE:
The AI viruses detected were of lowpathogenicity and North-American
lineage. Both live bird samples and
dead animal submissions are included.
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PLEASE NOTE: An additional 261 cases submitted to CWHC in this quarter are still pending cause of death
determination; 110 birds, 127 mammals, and 24 other species. ‘Other’ diagnoses include neoplastic, metabolic, and
degenerative diseases as well as those cases where no cause of death could be determined.

92
0

PLEASE NOTE: The cases reported above represent the
data that are currently available in the CWHC database
and should be considered preliminary. These data do not
include all diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens
carried out in Canada; additional testing is performed by
other agencies and organisations. Examined refers to any
candidate species for this disease. Testing is not always
performed, unless the disease is suspected during necropsy or histological examination. Numbers are correct as
of July 19, 2019.

For more information visit

www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterlyreport
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HIGHLIGHTS

North Atlantic Right Whale mortalities

The Gulf of St. Lawrence is a busy place. It is crossed by multiple lines of
heavy international shipping traffic, and now is increasingly becoming the
summer home for the critically endangered North Atlantic right whale (NARW).
Historically, NARWs spent their summers in and around the Bay of Fundy.
However, since 2014, they have been appearing in the Gulf in increasing
numbers.

WILDLIFE HEALTH
tracker
Notoedric mange
in an Eastern gray
squirrel

A case of notoedric mange
was diagnosed in an Eastern
gray squirrel in Montreal
in June. This animal was
debilitated, emaciated, and
showed a significant hair
loss.

The summer of 2017 marked a heavy loss to the NARW population (at the time,
estimated at approximately 440 individuals) with 12 deaths reported in the Gulf
due to a combination of fishing gear entanglement and vessel strikes. Now, we
regret to report that six more NARW deaths have occurred in the Gulf in the
month of June, 2019. The NARW bodies were identified floating dead in various
locations in the southern Gulf, ranging from the mouth of the St. Lawrence
River estuary to east of the Magdalene Islands. Four of these carcasses were
towed to shore for necropsies, which were performed by teams from both
CWHC Atlantic and CWHC Quebec, with significant coordination and support
from partners from the Marine Animal Response Society (MARS), Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, Réseau québécois d’urgences pour les mammifères marins, and
Parks Canada. Preliminary findings for three of four whales examined revealed
evidence of trauma compatible with vessel strike. Two of the six carcasses
were unavailable for examination due either to advanced post mortem
decomposition or being in a location difficult to access (Anticosti Island). As
well, three NARW have been recently spotted live entangled in the Gulf, two of
which have been partially freed at this time.

Secondary
Barbiturate Toxicity

Seven bald eagles and
a red-tailed hawk were
submitted to the AHC in
B.C., after all being found
dead in a small area. They
were suspected to have had
access to a domestic sheep
that had been recently
euthanized.

In light of the preliminary findings of the post-mortem exams, mitigation
measures have been initiated by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans in the
Gulf, including fisheries closures and vessel speed restriction zones.

Trichomonosis

Trichomonosis has once
again returned to eastern
Canada this summer. There
have been two confirmed
cases of Trichomonosis (cases
submitted for necropsy in
which the parasites were
identified) from NB and NS.

FEATURED project
WORKSHOP ON THE MANAGEMENT OF MARINE MAMMAL
STRANDINGS

Workshop on the Management of Marine Mammal Strandings
About 50 professionals participated in a workshop on the management of
strandings of marine mammals organized by the CWHC. This workshop took
place at the Faculté de médecine vétérinaire, Université de Montréal (FMV)
on May 30th.
This workshop, which discussed various topics related to possible
interventions for marine mammal stranding, will help refine the development
of protocols used by stranding
networks. Emphasis has been
placed on the evaluation of
stranded marine mammals
to document harmful human
interactions.
The CWHC would like to thank
the Centre d’expertise en
développement continu des
compétences vétérinaires of
the FMV for their assistance in
organizing this event.

White-nose Syndrome
in Riding Mountain
National Park
In late spring, seven bats
were submitted to CWHCWestern Northern from Riding
Mountain National Park. All
were positive for White-nose
Syndrome (WNS). This marks
the furthest west the fungus
has been detected in Canada.
For more information, click the image, or visit
www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/quarterlyreport
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